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with the races of Central Asia as regards language, but
some difference in point of physiognomy. The Turk's face
resembles that of the Mongolian in the shape of the head
and in the prominence of the cheek-bone, but the Turk's
nose is not flat, but rather long, and the eyes are straight
and large, though the space between the eyes is compara-
tively wide, as with the Mongolians. It appears that from
a long time past Aryan and Semitic blood has found its
way into this Turkish race. From time immemorial the
Turks have been exceedingly fond of war. And the mix-
ture with them of Sanskrit-speaking races and the people
of Kandahar and Persia has produced the war-loving
races such as the Afghans, Khiljis, Hazaras, Barakhjais,
Usufjais, etc., to whom war is a passion and who have
frequendy oppressed India.
In very ancient times this Turkish race repeatedly
conquered the western provinces of India and founded
extensive kingdoms. They were Buddhists, or would turn
Buddhists after occupying Indian territory. In the ancient
history of Kashmir there is mention of these famous
Turkish Emperors, Hushka, Yushka, and Kanishka. It
was this Kanishka who founded the Northern school of
Buddhism called the Mahayana. Long after, the majority
of them took to Mohammedanism and completely
devastated the chief Buddhistic seats of Central Asia such
as Kandahar and Kabul. Before their conversion to
Mohammedanism they used to imbibe the learning* and
culture of the countries they conquered, and by assimilat-
ing the culture of other countries would try to propagate
civilisation. But ever since they became Mohammedans,
they have only the instinct for war left in them; they
have not got the least vestige of learning and culture ; on
the contrary, the countries that come under their sway
gradually have their civilisation extinguished. In many
places of modern Afghanistan and Kandahar etc., there
yet exist wonderful Stupas, monasteries, temples